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[CIRCULAR.] 


Commontuealth of Massachusetts. 


ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 


Boston, September 6, 1867. 


Will you please furnish this Office, at your earliest convenience, the names of the 
soldiers from your town who were prisoners of war at any time during the rebellion, together 
with the organizations to which they belonged, and, if they are now alive, their post-office 
addresses. 

This information is required for making our ‘‘ Soldiers’ Record”? as complete as possible, and 
also for rendering assistance to the Congressional Committee, which was appointed under Resolu- 
tion passed by the House of Representatives, July 10, 1867, to investigate the treatment of 


Prisoners of War and Union Citizens held by the Rebels. 


Very respectfully yours, 


JAMES A. CUNNINGHAM, 


Adjutant- General. 
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RECORD OF THE NAMES 


ORR Amir in lve 


SOLMenS AND OrrlGens 


IN THE MILITARY SERVICH, 


AND OAL Da 


SEAMEN AND OFFICERS 


IN THE NAVAL SERVICE 


ie Ne Sl A TES, 


FROM 


DURING THE REBELLION BEGUN IN 1861: 


POG ei  Weksb id 


AUTHENTIC FACTS RELATING TO THE MILITARY OR NAVAL CAREER OF 
EACH SOLDIER, SEAMAN, AND OFFICER. 


MADE OUT, WITH ADDITIONS FROM TIME TO TIME, IN CONFORMITY WITH THE STATUTES 


OF THE COMMONWEALTH, APPROVED MARCH. 7, 1863, AND APRIL 29, 1863. 


Nolunie.L. 


RECORD BOOK SUPPLIED BY GEORGE COOLIDGE, 38 MILK STREET, BOSTON. 


Entered, according to Act of Congress, in the year 1863, by Gerona Cooripar, in the Clerk’s Office of the District Court of the District of Massachueetts. 


ee  . a me. 


Ghis Record comprises Volumes as follows: 


Volume 1. 


IT IS COMMENCED by the undersigned (City or Town) Clerk, in the month 
of 1863: 


Name. When appointed Clerk. Ceased to hold the Office. 


IT IS CONTINUED by the undersigned (City or Town) Clerks : 


Names. When appointed Clerk. Ceased {0 hold the Office 


Commonwealth of Massachusetts. 


An Act to Preserve a Record of our Soldiers and Officers. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives, in General Court assembled, and by 
the authority of the same, as follows : 


Srcrion 1. It shall be the duty of the clerk of every city and town of this Common- 
wealth, as soon as may be after the passage of this act, to make out a full and complete 
record of the names of all the soldiers and officers who compose his town’s quota of the 
troops furnished by the Commonwealth to the United States during the present rebellion, 
stating the place of residence, the time of enlistment of each, and the number and designation 
of his regiment and company; also the names of all who have resigned or been discharged, 
and at what time and for what cause; and all who have died in the service, and stating, 
when practicable, at what time and place and the cause of death, whether by disease, 
accident, or on the field of battle; and the promotions of officers and from the ranks, and 
the date thereof; and the names of all absentees, if any; and all such other facts as may 
relate strictly to the military career of cach soldier and officer. 

Section 2. It shall be the duty of the clerk of every city and town to procure a 
suitable blank book in which to make said record, and to preserve it among the other 
records of his town, and make such additions to the same as may be necessary, from time 
to time, to make said record perfect and complete. And said clerks shall be entitled to a 
reasonable compensation for their scrviccs and expenses in performing the duties devolved 
upon them by the provisions of this act, to be paid by their respective cities or towns. 

Section 3. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 

Approved March 7, 1863. Chapter 65. 
ooo — 
An Act in addition to “An Act to’ Preserve a Record of our 
Soldiers and Officers.’’ 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives, in General Court assembled, and by the 
authority of the same, as follows :— 


Section 1. The first section of an act, entitled, “An Act to preserve a Record of our 
Soldiers and Officers,’ approved March seventh, in the year cightcen hundred and sixty-three, is 
hereby so amended that the record required by the provisions of said first section, shall, as far as 
practicable, state the time and place of birth, names of parents, previous occupation, term of 
enlistment, time of entering the service, and whether marricd or single, of all such soldiers and 
officers. 

Section 2. The clerk of each city and town shall also keep a full and complete record of 
the names of all seamen: and officers, residents of such cities and towns, engaged in the nayal 
service of the United States during the present rebellion, which record shall, as far as practicable, 
state the time and place of birth, name of parents, the date at which he entered such service, 
his previous occupation, whether he was married or single, the vessel or vessels on which he 
served, the battles or kind of service in which he was engaged, whether he resigned, or was dis- 
charged, or deserted, and the date of such resignation, discharge, or desertion, the cause of such 
discharge or resignation, his promotions, and the dates, occasions, and nature of the same; and, 
if he died in the service, it shall state the date and cause of his death; and such record shall 
contain any and all such other facts as relate to the naval career of such seamen or officers 
during such rebellion. 

. Section 3. The adjutant-general shall prepare suitable blank books, in conformity with the 
requirements of this act, with proper blanks for marginal notes, and furnish the same to the sev- 
eral cities and towns at cost, on the application of the clerk thereof. 

Section 4. All the expenses incurred in making said records, with the cost of the record- 
books, shall be paid by the several cities and towns, and the records, when completed, shall be 
deposited and kept in the city and town clerk’s office. 

Srction 5. The second section of chapter sixty-five of the Acts of the year eighteen 
hundred and sixty-three, is hereby repealed. 

SEcTION 6. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 

Approved April 29, 1863. 


RECOMMENDATION. 
Commontvealth of Massachusetts, 


A Boston, March 27, 1863. 


1 certify that I have examined the form of a Book, prepared by Mr. George Coolidge, 
for the use of the Clerks of Cities and Towns, under the “Act to preserve a Record cf our Soldiers and 
Officers,” passed March 7, 1865, and believe it to be well adapted to the purpose, and worthy of the 
attention of Town Officers. 

WILLIAM ROGERS, Major and Assist. Adjt. Gen. 


Approved. JOMN A. ANDREW, Governor and Commander-<n- Chief. 
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PLAN OF TELS ORE Oa 
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Tue Book is planned to comprise as many names as appear on the enrolled Militia list. 

On the blank line in the Title-page write the City or Town, County, and State. [vampie: “The 
Town of Adams, in Berkshire County, Massachusetts.” | 

If the Record consists of more than one volume, on page 2 of volume 1 write the numerical designation 
of each additional volume ; and also the same in the title-page of each added volume. 

The signatures of the City or Town Clerks, on page 2 of volume 1, as indicated by the blank forms, is 
regarded as a proper form of authentication of the Record. Those Clerks only are to sign their names, during 
whose terms of office entries are made in the Record. 


THE ALPHABETICAL INDEX TO NAMES. 
A lettered Index, in separate binding 


g, is supplied with this book, in which to copy from the Record, 
alphabetically, the names of Soldiers and Officers, and of Seamen and Officers, and the pages on which the 
names are recorded. Write the surname first, and place the name in the Index under the initial letter of 
the surname. [Zzample: “Smith, John—117.” Place it in the Index under letter S.] 

The pages next following this page are designed for the transcript of the lettered Index. Copy the 
names beginning with A, and leave blank the remainder of the column in which they end. Commence names 
beginning with B at top of the next column; and so proceed with the other alphabetic letters. If no name 
occurs with which to commence an alphabetic column of names, leave the column blank. Should future calls 
for men be issued, such names may occur, and require their proper place. In case more men are called for, 
and their names will not come into their alphabetic columns in the Index, write on the last line of the full 
column in this manner: “ Letter A is continued on page 17,” ete., and continue the names accordingly. 

No distinction between the names of Military and Naval men should be attempted in the Index, they 
being classified under their Military or Naval character in the Record. 

The lettered Index, after being copied into this book, may be laid in the front of the book and used 
with facility in referring to names, en detriment to the Record in case it should be defaced or lost ; it 
being originally written only as the most convenient method for recording the index in the record volume, 
not for mere use as a duplicate. 


THE MILITARY AND NAVAL RECORDS. 


The “marks designating sources of information,’ are designed for use only when the Recorder may 
consider it desirable to use them, and not for use in all entries made in the Record. 

The space between each two horizontal red lines is designed for the record of one person. The Example 
below will illustrate the plan of making the entries in the Record. 

The regiment is to be construed as a Massachusetts regiment, unless otherwise stated. 

Should the space of three lines, allowed for each person’s record on the right hand page, ever prove 
inadequate for the purpose, write at the end of the third line, “Continued on page —,” and continue the 
required entries on a page at the end of the printed leaves. 

Alphabetical arrangement is impossible, except in the Index at the beginning, as it may be necessary 
to add names to the list at future times. Any classification by Regiments is also impossible, as the progress 
of the war occasions many changes in this respect. 

The Statute requires that the Record shall comprise the names of those composing the “quota” of the 
city or town. In cases where surplus men of some towns are assigned to the quotas of other towns, it is 
recommended that they be also recorded in the Records of those towns in which they have their residence, 
on whose “ Roll of Honor” their names and services should certainly appear. No confusion, it is considered, 
of any important consequence, can result from this procedure. 
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Record of Soldiers and Officers 


Marks Designating Sources of Information. —* State Records ; + Relatives; { Recorder’s Personal Knowledge ; § Reliable Local Report. 
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PROMOTIONS, RESIGNATIONS, DISCITARGES, DEATHS, &. WITH DATES, CAUSES, &c. 
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